Ordinance No. #5 of 2025

An Ordinance of the Township of Newport, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania
Establishing the Newport Township Planning Committee, Defining Its Purpose,
Powers, and Governance

WHEREAS, Newport Township has determined that it is in the best interests of Newport
Township to undertake its own zoning and code enforcement; and

WHEREAS, the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (the “Code”) authorizes the
governing bodies of municipalities to assign the powers and duties conferred by the Code

upon a planning committee comprised of members appointed from the governing body;
and

‘'WHEREAS, the Newport Township’s Board of Commissioners, acting as the governing
body for Newport Township, finds that the creation of a planning committee is necessary

to prepare a zoning and land use plan responsive to the needs of the residents of Newport
Township; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of Newport Township have determined that it
will be in the best interests to form a planning committee for Newport Township.

Accordingly, be it ORDAINED and ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners of
Newport Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania as follows:

Section 1: Short Title

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the "Newport Township Planning
Committee Ordinance.”

Section 2: Creation of the Newport Township Planning Committee

1. Establishment: The Newport Township Planning Committee (hereafter the
“Committee”) is hereby created as a committee consisting of three (3) members of
the Board of Commissioners of Newport Township (the “governing body”), with the
powers and responsibilities set forth in this Ordinance.

2. Legal Status: A Planning Committee for Newport Township is hereby established
and created under the provisions of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code

Act 247 of 1968, P.L. 805, as reenacted and amended, 53 P.S. § 10101, et seq,
and shall:



. Make recommendations to the governing body concerning the adoption or
amendment of an official map.

. Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a zoning
ordinance, and make recommendations to the governing body on proposed
amendments to it as set forth in this act.

Prepare, recommend and administer subdivision and land development
and planned residential development regulations, as set forth in this act.

. Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a building
code and a housing code and make recommendations concerning

proposed amendments thereto.

Do such other acts or make such studies as may be necessary to fulfill the
duties and obligations imposed by this act.

Prepare and present to the governing ’body of the municipality an
environmental study.

. Submit to the governing body of a municipality a recommended capital
improvements program.

. Prepare and present to the governing body of the municipality a water
survey, which shall be consistent with the State Water Plan and any
applicable water resources plan adopted by a river basin Committee. The
water survey shall be conducted in consultation with any public water
supplier in the area to be surveyed.

. Promote public interest in, and understanding of, the comprehensive plan
and planning.

10.Make recommendations to governmental, civic and private agencies and

individuals as to the effectiveness of the proposals of such agencies and
individuals.

11. Hold public hearings and meetings.

12. Present testimony before any board.

13.Require from other departments and agencies of the municipality such

available information as relates to the work of the planning agency.

14.In the performance of its functions, enter upon any land to make

examinations and surveys with the consent of the owner.



15. Prepare and present to the governing bbdy of the municipality a study
regarding the feasibility and practicability of using renewable energy
sources in specific areas within the municipality.

16. Review the zoning ordinance, subdivision and land development ordinance,
official map, provisions for planned residential development, and such other
ordinances and regulations governing the development of land no less
frequently than it reviews the comprehensive plan.

Section 3: Governance and Oversight
1. Committee Membership

The Committee shall consist of three members of the Board of Commissioners of Newport
Township. The engineer for the municipality, or an engineer appointed by the governing
body, shall serve the Committee as engineering advisor. The solicitor for the municipality,

or an attorney appointed by the governing body, shall serve the Committee as legal
advisor.

2. Committee Management:

o Administrative and Technical Assistance: The Board of Commissioners of
Newport Township may employ administrative and technical services to aid
in carrying out the provisions of this act either as consultants on particular
matters or as regular employees of the municipality.

o Reporting: The Committee shall keep a full record of its actions and shall
annually make a written report by March 1 of each year of its activities to

the governing body. Interim reports shall be made as often as may be
necessary.

o Debt and Financing: The Committee may, with the consent of the governing
body, accept and utilize any funds, personnel or other assistance made
available by the county, the Commonwealth or the Federal government or
any of their agencies, or from private sources. The governing body may
enter into agreements or contracts regarding the acceptance or utilization
of the funds or assistance in accordance with the governmental procedures
of the municipality.

Section 4: Effective Date

This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the Newport Township
Board of Commissioners



Section 5: Severability and Repeal

All other resolutions and ordinances or parts thereof, inconsistent herewith, are hereby
repealed. If any section, clause, sentence, or part of this ordinance is found to be
unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such findings shall not affect the remaining parts of this
ordinance, and the remainder shall remain in full force and effect.

ENACTED AND ORDAINED this 7fkday of S ucY , 2025, by the Board of
Commissioners of Newport Township, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania.
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