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MINUTES

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JUNE 1,2026

PRESIDENT PAUL CZAPRACKI, CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 PM AND STARTED WITH THE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

ROLL CALL:

THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONERS WERE IN ATTENDANCE: MR. RONALD JONES, MR. MICHAEL ROKE,
MR. DAVID SARAKA, MR. JOHN ZYLA AND MR. PAUL CZAPRACKI ALSO IN ATTENDANCE WERE TOWNSHIP
MANAGER, JOSEPH HILLAN, ATTORNEY CHRISTOPHER SLUSSER.

MR. SARAKA MOVED TO AMEND THE MEETING AGENDA. MR. ROKE SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT
CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER’S. JONES, SARAKA, ROKE, ZYLA
AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. SARAKA MOVED TO ADD RESOLUTION #9 OF 2026 A RESOLUTION. A RESOLUTION OF NEWPORT
TOWNSHIP, LUZERNE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA CONCERNING PUBLIC COMMENT
AT OPEN MEETINGS OF THE NEWPORT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. MR. ROKE SECONDED
THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER'’S. JONES,
ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

CITIZENS COMMENTS: MR. SCOTT SHATLEY HAD CONCERNS WITH POLICE PRESENCE AND DATA
CENTERS.

MR. CHRIS HOLT HAD CONCERNS ABOUT COMMUNITY CARE.

MS. PALMIRA MILLER HAD QUESTIONS ABOUT CODE ENFORCEMENT AND COMMENTS ON THE
MONTHLY FOOD DISTRIBUTION AND THE SUMMER SUN MEAL PROGRAM.

MS. MARCY RAIEWSKI REVIEWED THE QUALITY-OF-LIFE ORDINANCE.

MR. JOHN PETROS INQUIRED ABOUT THE SECOND PHASE OF THE GLEN LYON SIDEWALK PROJECT.
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MS. ANN STEWART HAD CONCERNS WITH A CEMETERY EASEMENT AND NOISE COMPLAINTS WITH A

PROPERTY ON EAST KIRMAR AVE.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MR. JONES MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
FROM MAY 4™ BE APPROVED. MR. ZYLA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE
FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER’S. JONES, ROKE SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI

“NAYS” NONE
REPORT OF TOWNSHIP FUNDS:

MR HILLAN REPORTED CASH ON HAND AS OF MAY 29,2026 AS FOLLOWS:

GENERAL FUND (PSBT) $491,131.11
CONTINGENCY FUND (PLGIT) $756,693.10
RECYCLING FUND (PLGIT) $67,451.64
REFUSE FUND (PSBT) $117,475.73
REFUSE FUND (PLGIT) $214,626.20
LIQUID FUELS (PLGIT) $84,058.71

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AS OF MAY 29,2026 $1,731,436.49

MR. HILLAN ALSO STATED THAT THE INCOME FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF 2026 WAS $1,678,497.50
AND THE EXPENSES WERE $1,127,331.26

MR. ROKE MOVED TO ACCEPT THE REPORT OF TOWNSHIP FUNDS. MR. ZYLA SECONDED THE MOTION
AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER'’S, JONES, ROKE, SARAKA,

ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE
APPROVAL OF NON-RECURRING BILLS PAID DURING MAY 2026:

MR HILLAN PRESENTED THE COMMISSIONERS WITH A LIST OF NON-RECURRING BILLS PAID DURING THE
MONTH OF MAY TOTALING $152,880.89. MR. ZYLA MOVED THAT THE LIST BE APPROVED FOR
PAYMENT. MR. SARAKA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY
VOTES. “AYES” MESSER’S. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

APPROVAL OF RECURRING BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT IN JUNE 2026:

MR HILLAN PRESENTED THE COMMISSIONERS WITH A LIST OF BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT IN JUNE
TOTALING $60,638.97. MR. JONES MOVED THAT THE LIST BE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT. MR. ZYLA
SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES: “AYES”
Messer’s, JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE



DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
a. STREET DEPARTMENT MR CZAPRACKI
b. POLICE DEPARTMENT MR ZYLA
c. CODE ENFORCEMENT MR. SARAKA
d. FIRE DEPARTMENT MR ROKE
e. PARKS & RECREATION MR. JONES
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

ATTORNEY SLUSSER HAD NOTHING TO REPORT

TOWNSHIP MANAGER'’S REPORT:

A. 1,620 REFUSE STICKERS HAVE BEEN SOLD. REMINDER LETTERS HAVE BEEN SENT TO
RESIDENTS WHO HAVE NOT YET PAID THE 2026 FEE. IF PAYMENT IS NOT RECEIVED BY JUNE
26™ CITATIONS WILL BE FILED AT THE MAGISTRATE’S OFFICE.

B. ON MAY 14™ EILEEN ROSEN FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF AUDITOR GENERALS’ OFFICE
CONDUCTED AN AUDIT OF THE 2024 AND 2025 LIQUID FUELS FUNDS. BOTH AUDITS WERE
COMPLETE WITH NO FINDINGS.

C. ON MAY 21 WE RECEIVED NOTIFICATION FROM STATE REPRESENTATIVE ALEC RYNCAVAGE
THAT NEWPORT TOWNSHIP WAS AWARDED A $20,000.00 LSA GRANT FOR THE NEWPORT
TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION MONUMENT PROJECT.

D. WORK WILL BEGIN ON JUNE 22"° AT THE RAILROAD STREET PLAYGROUND.

NEW BUSINESS:

MR. ROKE MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #8 OF 2026 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
NEWPORT, LUZERNE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, APPROVING TWO DISTINCT TEN-
YEAR LEASES WITH THE NEWPORT TOWNSHIP CONSOLIDATED FIRE COMPANY AT AN ANNUAL LEASE
COST OF $1.00 PER YEAR FOR EACH OF THE TWO LEASED TRAILERS. MR. SARAKA SECONDED THE

MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER’S. JONES, ROKE,
SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. SARAKA MOVED TO PASS ORDINANCE #3 OF 2026 AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
NEWPORT, LUZERNE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, REGULATING VEHICLE WEIGHT
LIMITS ON TOWNSHIP ROADWAYS. ACTUALLY DESIGNATED AS ORDINANCE #1 ON THE AGENDA. MR.
ZYLA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES”
MESSER'’S. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE
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MR. SARAKA MOVED TO APPROVE THE ASSET PURCHASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE NEWPORT
TOWNSHIP SEWER AUTHORITY, NEWPORT TOWNSHIP AND THE WYOMING VALLEY SANITARY
AUTHORITY UPON THE APPROVAL OF THE TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION
AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER'S. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA,
ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. ROKE MOVED TO APPOINT ATTORNEY LEN SANGUELDOLCE AS CONFLICT COUNSEL FOR NEWPORT
TOWNSHIP AT THE SAME HOURLY RATE AS THE TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR. MR. SARAKA SECONDED THE
MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER’S. JONES, ROKE,
SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. SARAKA MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #9 OF 2026 A RESOLUTION OF NEWPORT TOWNSHIP,
LUZERNE COUNTY, COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA CONCERNING PUBLIC COMMENT AT OPEN
MEETINGS OF THE NEWPORT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS. MR. JONES SECONDED THE
MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSER’S. JONES, ROKE,
SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACK! “NAYS” NONE

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: THERE WERE NO COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS

ADJOURNMENT:

WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS, MR. CZAPRACKI
ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 6:45 PM
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