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MINUTES

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JULY 6,2026

PRESIDENT PAUL CZAPRACKI, CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 PM AND STARTED WITH THE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

ROLL CALL:

THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONERS ATTENDED MR. RONALD JONES, MR. DAVID SARAKA, MR.
MICHAEL ROKE, MR. JOHN ZYLA AND, MR. PAUL CZAPRACKI. ALSO IN ATTENDANCE WERE
TOWNSHIP MANAGER, JOSEPH HILLAN AND ATTORNEY CHRISTOPHER SLUSSER.

CITIZENS COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS: THERE WERE NO CITIZENS COMMENTS ON THE AGENDA
ITEMS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MR. SARAKA MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ MEETING
FROM JUNE 1°" BE APPROVED. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE

FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI
“NAYS” NONE

REPORT OF TOWNSHIP FUNDS:

MR HILLAN REPORTED CASH ON HAND AS OF JUNE 30, 2026 AS FOLLOWS:

GENERAL FUND (PSBT) $366,737.29
CONTINGENCY FUND (PLGIT) $758,791.24
RECYCLING FUND (PLGIT) $64,989.24
REFUSE FUND (PSBT) $91,220.88
REFUSE FUND (PLGIT) $215,182.24
LIQUID FUELS (PLGIT) $75,917.96

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AS OF JUNE 30, 2026 $1,572,839.09



030

faon

MR. ZYLA MOVED TO ACCEPT THE REPORT OF TOWNSHIP FUNDS. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION
AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA
ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

APPROVAL OF NON-RECURRING BILLS PAID DURING JUNE 2026

MR HILLAN PRESENTED THE COMMISSIONERS WITH A LIST OF NON-RECURRING BILLS PAID DURING THE
MONTH OF JUNE TOTALING $123,789.15. MR. SARAKA MOVED THAT THE LIST BE APPROVED FOR
PAYMENT. MR. ZYLA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY
VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

APPROVAL OF RECURRING BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT IN JULY 2026:

MR HILLAN PRESENTED THE COMMISSIONERS WITH A LIST OF BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT IN JULY
TOTALING $169,773.80. MR. SARAKA MOVED THAT THE LIST BE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT. MR. JONES
SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES: “AYES”
MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
a. STREET DEPARTMENT MR. CZAPRACKI
b. POLICE DEPARTMENT MR. ZYLA
c. CODE ENFORCEMENT MR. SARAKA
d. FIRE DEPARTMENT MR. ROKE
e. PARKS & RECREATION MR. JONES

SOLICITOR IS REPORT:
ATTORNEY SLUSSER HAD NOTHING TO REPORT
TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT:

A. FIFTY- SEVEN CERTIFIED LETTERS WERE MAILED ON MONDAY JUNE 15™ TO RESIDENTS WHO
DID NOT PAY THE 2026 REFUSE AND RECYCLING FEE. IF PAYMENT IS NOT RECEIVED BY JULY 12,
CITATIONS WILL BE FILED WITH MAGISTRATE WHITTAKER.

B. A BID OPENING WAS HELD TODAY AT 2:00 PM FOR THE PARK STREET DRAINAGE PROJECT IN
GLEN LYON. THE PROJECT WILL BE FUNDED BY THE WVSA STORMWATER MUNICIPAL ACCOUNT.
THIS WILL BE ADDRESSED UNDER NEW BUSINESS.

C. PENN EASTERN IS WORKING ON COST ESTIMATES FOR THE REBUILDING OF JAMES AND MARK
STREETS AS WELL AS THE REPAVING OF VISTA AND OVERLOOK DRIVE IN RIDGEVIEW TO SUBMIT
FOR A DCED MULTI MODEL GRANT. THIS GRANT REQUIRES A 30% MATCH.
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D. PENN EASTERN IS ALSO WORKING ON COST ESTIMATES FOR THE 2027 LUZERNE COUNTY
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. PROPOSED IS THE PAVING OF SPRING STREET FROM
EAST MAIN TO EAST ENTERPRISE, WEST ENTERPRISE STREET FROM MARKET STREET TO
BREAKER ROAD, AND RAILROAD STREET. ALSO, A NEW RETAINING WALL ON RIDGE STREET AND
GUIDE RAIL ON WEST ENTERPRISE STREET.

E. ON JUNE 19™ THE FIRE DEPARTMENT SUBMITTED A GRANT APPLICATION TO THE 2025
ASSISTANCE TO FIREFIGHTERS PROGRAM FOR THE AMOUNT OF $182,570.40. THIS WILL COVER
THE COST OF NEW TURN-OUT GEAR AND A NEW AIR COMPRESSOR FOR REFILLING PORTABLE
AIR TANKS.

F. CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN AT THE NEW PLAYGROUND ON RAILROAD STREET IN GLEN LYON
AND IS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED IN TWO WEEKS.

NEW BUSINESS:

MR. ROKE MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER OF $7,848.75 FROM THE REFUSE ACCOUNT AND
$14,687.25 FROM THE RECYCLING ACCOUNT TO THE GENERAL ACCOUNT TO COVER EXPENSES FOR THE
SECOND QUARTER OF 2026. MR. SARAKA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE
FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES: “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI
“NAYS” NONE

MR. SARAKA MOVED TO HIRE CASSIDY ROKE RETROACTIVE FROM JUNE 22"° AS A PART-TIME EMPLOYEE
FOR THE SUMMER MONTHS IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE AT THE RATE OF $15.00 PER HOUR. SHE
WILL BE UPDATING THE EXISTING HISTORY FILE SYSTEM, FREEING UP SPACE BY ELIMINATING
DUPLICATE FILES. MR. ZYLA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND
NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE. MR. ROKE
ABSTAINED

MR. ZYLA MOVED TO HIRE KADEN DANKO FROM JUNE 30™ AS A PART-TIME DPW WORKER FOR THE
SUMMER MONTHS AT THE RATE OF $16.00 PER HOUR. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT
CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA
AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. JONES MOVED TO HIRE JOSEPH SCUDDER AS A PART-TIME FIRE ENGINE APPARATUS OPERATOR.
MR. ROKE SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES.
“AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE



MR. SARAKA MOVED TO HIRE BRIAN MANDACK AS A PART TIME CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER. MR.
ROKE SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES”
MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. ZYLA MOVED TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF JOAN BULLOCK AS A PART TIME CROSSING GUARD
AND MUNICIPAL BUILDING CUSTODIAN EFFECTIVE JUNE 10™ 2026. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION
AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA,
ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. ZYLA MOVED TO HIRE ROSE NAMOWICZ AS A MUNICIPAL BUILDING CUSTODIAN RETROACTIVE TO
JUNE 17™ 2026. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND
NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. ROKE MOVED TO ADVERTISE THE SALE OF THE 2004 SPARTAN FIRE ENGINE. MR. ZYLA SECONDED
THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES,
ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. SARAKA MOVED TO PASS RESOLUTION #10 OF 2026 A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF NEWPORT TOWNSHIP AUTHORIZING THE SALE BY THE NEWPORT TOWNSHIP
SEWER AUTHORITY OF ITS SANITARY COLLECTION AND CONVEYANCE SYSTEM AND RELATED FACILITIES
TO THE WYOMING VALLEY SANITARY AUTHORITY. MR. ROKE SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED
WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND
CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

MR. ZYLA MOVED TO PASS RESOLUTION #11 OF 2026 A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF
NEWPORT TOWNSHIP, LUZERNE COUNTY, AUTHORIZING TOWNSHIP MANAGER JOSEPH HILLAN, TO
PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR GRANT MONEY IN THE AMOUNT OF $766,678.99 FOR THE
PAVING OF JAMES AND MARK STREET, VISTA DRIVE AND OVERLOOK DRIVE UNDER THE DCED MULTI
MODEL TRANSPORTATION FUND. MR. JONES SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE
FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND CZAPRACKI

“NAYS” NONE

MR. ROKE MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION #12 OF 2026 A RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF
NEWPORT TOWNSHIP, LUZERNE COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, DECLARING ITS INTENT TO FOLLOW THE
SCHEDULES AND PROCEDURES FOR DISPOSITION OF RECORDS AS SET FOR IN THE MUNICIPAL RECORDS
MANUAL APPROVED ON DECEMBER 16,2008. MR. SARAKA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED
WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA AND

CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE
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MR. ROKE MOVE TO AWARD A CONTRACT IN THE AMOUNT OF $92,289.00 TO ED KRASAVAGE
CONSTRUCTION INC FOR THE PARK STREET DRAINAGE PROJECT PENDING THE APPROVAL OF THE
TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR AND THE TOWNSHIP ENGINEER. MR. SARAKA SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT
CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. JONES, ROKE, SARAKA, ZYLA
AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE

CITIZENS COMMENTS:
MS MARCY RAIEWSKI COMMENTED ON THE DRAINAGE DITCH BEHIND HER PROPERTY
MR. JOHN JARECKI HAD QUESTIONS ON RESOLUTION #10 OF 2026

MS PALMIRA MILLER COMMENTED ON THE FOOD DRIVE, THE SUN MEAL PROGRAM, AND CODE
ENFORCEMENT.

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS:

MR. ROKE AND MR. ZYLA BOTH COMMENTED ON THE HEROIC EFFORTS OF THREE MEMBERS OF THE

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT DURING A FLOOD INCIDENT IN THE EARLY MORNING HOURS
OF JULY 6, 2026.

ADJOURNMENT:

WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS, MR CZAPRACKI
ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 6:36 PM

Y ,Mf‘ﬂ K@;ﬁ 72
ke 4 ; Z
JOSEPH HILLAN PAUL CZA |

TOWNSHIP SECRETARY PRESIDENT BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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