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MINUTES

NEWPORT TOWNSHIP BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
JUNE 2, 2025

PRESIDENT PAUL CZAPRACKI, CALLED THE MEETING TO ORDER AT 6:00 PM AND STARTED WITH THE
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

ROLL CALL:

THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONERS WERE IN ATTENDANCE: MR.PAUL CZAPRACKI, MR. JOHN
ZYLA, AND MR.JOHN VISHNEFSKI.ALSO IN ATTENDANCE WERE TOWNSHIP MANAGER, JOSEPH
HILLAN, ATTORNEY CHRISTOPHER SLUSSER AND FINANCIAL CONSULTANT JENNIFER POLITO. MS.
DEBORAH FORGACH — ZALESKI, MR. MICHAEL ROKE WERE ABSENT.

CITIZENS COMMENTS: MR.RICH STEWART ASKED IF THE TOWNSHIP DPW COULD TRIM THE BRUSH IN
THE ALLEY BETWEEN GRUVER STREET AND EAST KIRMAR AVE IN ALDEN. MR STEWART ALSO INQUIRED
ABOUT THE ENTRANCE TO THE ALDEN CEMETERY. MR. HILLAN STATED THAT WITHOUT SEEING ANY
MAPS THE BOARD COULD NOT ANSWER HIS QUESTION AT THIS TIME. MR.STEWART SAID THAT HE
WOULD BE MAKING AN ENTRANCE TO THE CEMETERY FROM HIS PROPERTY.

MR.TONY GROBINSKI EXPRESSED CONCERNS TO THE BOARD ABOUT SPEEDING ON VANDERMARK
ROAD.

MS MANDY ALLEN STATED THAT SHE WOULD ERECT A SIGN LEADING VISITORS TO THE CORRECT

ENTRANCE OF THE ALDEN CEMETERY TO AVOID SEEING VULGAR SIGNAGE ON THE NEIGHBORING
PROPERTY.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MR.ZYLA MOVED THAT THE MINUTES OF THE COMMISSIONERS MEETING
FROM MAY 5™ BE APPROVED. MR.VISHNEFSKI SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE
FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. VISHNEFSKI, ZYLA, AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE
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REPORT OF TOWNSHIP FUNDS:

MR HILLAN REPORTED CASH ON HAND AS OF MAY 31, 2025 AS FOLLOWS:

GENERAL FUND (PSBT) $332,741.09
CONTINGENCY FUND (PLGIT) $606,848.92
CAPITAL PURCHASE FUND (PLGIT) $2,504.35
RECYCLING FUND (PLGIT) $7,112.67
REFUSE FUND (PSBT) $31,468.71
REFUSE FUND (PLGIT) $277,445.75
LIQUID FUELS (PLGIT) $87,886.01
RECREATION USE FUND (FNCB) $100.02

TOTAL CASH ON HAND AS OF MAY 31, 2025 $1,346,107.82

MR.VISHNEFSKI MOVED TO ACCEPT THE REPORT OF TOWNSHIP FUNDS. MR.ZYLA SECONDED THE
MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS, VISHNEFSKI,
ZYLA, AND CZAPRACKI. “NAYS” NONE

APPROVAL OF NON-RECURRING BILLS PAID DURING MAY 2025:

MR HILLAN PRESENTED THE COMMISSIONERS WITH A LIST OF NON-RECURRING BILLS PAID
DURING THE MONTH OF MAY TOTALING $116,572.35. MR.ZYLA MOVED THAT THE LIST BE
APPROVED FOR PAYMENT. MR.VISHNEFSKI SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE
FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. VISHNEFSKI, ZYLA, AND CZAPRACKI. “NAYS”

NONE

APPROVAL OF RECURRING BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT IN JUNE 2025:

MR HILLAN PRESENTED THE COMMISSIONERS WITH A LIST OF BILLS DUE FOR PAYMENT IN JUNE
TOTALING $61,385.85. MR.ZYLA MOVED THAT THE LIST BE APPROVED FOR PAYMENT. MR.
VISHNEFSKI SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND NAY
VOTES: “AYES” MESSERS, VISHNEFSKI, ZYLA, AND CZAPRACKI. “NAYS” NONE

DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
a. STREET DEPARTMENT MR CZAPRACKI
b. POLICE DEPARTMENT MR ZYLA
¢. CODE ENFORCEMENT' MR.HILLAN
d. FIRE DEPARTMENT MR HILLAN
e. PARKS & RECREATION MR.VISHNEFSKI
SOLICITOR’S REPORT:



ATTORNEY SLUSSER NOTED THAT WITH THE RECOMMENDATION FROM THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS, THE TOWNSHIP WOULD BE MOVING TOWARDS TAKING OVER THE PLANNING
AND ZONING FROM LUZERNE COUNTY.ATTORNEY SLUSSER EXPLAINED THE PLANNING
COMMITTEE PROCESS AND RECOMMENDED A MOTION TO FORM A PLANNING COMMITTEE
AND TO ADVERTISE THE PROPOSED ZONING ORDINANCE.

MR.ZYLA MOVED TO ADVERTISE TO FORM A PLANNING COMMITTEE AND THE PROPOSED ZONING
ORDINANCE. MR.VISHNEFSKI SECONDED THE MOTION AND IT CARRIED WITH THE FOLLOWING AYE AND
NAY VOTES. “AYES” MESSERS. VISHNEFSKI, ZYLA, AND CZAPRACKI “NAYS” NONE.

FINANCIAL OVERSIGHT REPORT:

JENNIFER POLITO REPORTED THAT THE INCOME FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS OF THE YEAR
WAS $1, 73,741.01 AND THE EXPENSES WERE $927,784.14. SHE ALSO REPORTED THAT THE 2023 AUDIT
WILL BEGIN SHORTLY AND THAT A REPORT SHOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR THE AUGUST MEETING.

TOWNSHIP MANAGER’S REPORT:

A. 1,625 REFUSE STICKERS HAVE BEEN SOLD. REMINDER LETTERS HAVE BEEN SENT TO
RESIDENTS WHO HAVE NOT YET PAID THE 2025 FEE. IF PAYMENT IS NOT RECEIVED BY JUNE
28™ CITATIONS WILL BE FILED AT THE MAGISTRATE’S OFFICE.

B. ON MAY 8™ WE RECEIVED A COPY OF THE PROPOSED 2025 SLOCUM TOWNSHIP
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR REVIEW. A COPY IS ENCLOSED IN YOUR MEETING PACKET.

C. ON MAY 16™ WE RECEIVED NOTIFICATION FROM STATE REPRESENTATIVE ALEC RYNCAVAGE
THAT NEWPORT TOWNSHIP WAS AWARDED A $60,000.00 LSA GRANT TO REPAIR THE
CONCRETE STEPS BETWEEN WATER STREET AND WEST ENTERPRISE STREET IN GLEN LYON.

D. THE LOWER SOUTH VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENT FUELING STATION IS IN FULL
OPERATION. ALL EMPLOYEES HAVE BEEN TRAINED AND CERTIFIED. AS OF MAY 20™ ALL FUEL

FOR TOWNSHIP VEHICLES WILL BE PURCHASED AT THE FUELING STATION EXCEPT FOR
EMERGENCY PURPOSES.

NEW BUSINESS: WAS CONDUCTED AFTER THE SOLICITORS REPORT

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS: THERE WERE NO COMMENTS FROM THE COMMISSIONERS

ADJOURNMENT:

WITH NO FURTHER BUSINESS TO COME BEFORE THE COMMISSIONERS, MR.CZAPRACKI
ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 6:18 PM
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